Taking the Bull by the Horns (Nehemiah 13) 
Proposition: Every one of us are going to fight sin and temptation all of 
our days. So when it comes to sin we need to take the bull be the horns! 
Notice the four sin problems that Nehemiah deals with here. 

I. Taking the Compromise Problem By the Horns (Vs. 1-9) 

A. Compromises By Allowance (Vs. 1-3) 

B. Compromises with Adversaries (Vs. 4-9) 

II. Taking the Contribution Problem By the Horns (Vs. 10-14) 

A. Surveying the Lack of Contribution (Vs. 10, 5) 

B. Speaking about the the Lack of Contribution (Vs. 11) 

C. solving the Lack of Contribution (Vs. 12-13) 

III. Taking the Consecration Problem By the Horns (Vs. 15-22) 

A. Recognizing Consecration Problems (Vs. 15-17) 

B. Remembering Consecration Problems (Vs. 18) 

C. Ridding Consecration Problems (Vs. 19-21) 

D. Re-establishing Consecration Principals (Vs. 22) 

IV. Taking the Contamination Problem By the Horns (Vs. 23-31) 

A. The Concern of Contamination (Vs. 23-24) 

B. The Contempt of Contamination (Vs. 25) 

C. The Case of Contamination (Vs. 26-27) 

B. The Cleansing of Contamination (Vs. 28-31) 
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1) ..."Prone to wander Lord I feel it, prone to leave the God I love!" 
After 12 years of labor in the city of Jerusalem, Nehemiah was 
called back to Babylon by King Artaxerxes. Some time later, 
Nehemiah made his way back to Jerusalem, only to find the sin 
that had infiltrated the city once again. These were some of the 
problems that had been faced and defeated before, and now 
their back again. Every one of us are going to fight sin and 
temptation all of our days. So when it comes to sin we need to 
take the bull be the horns! Notice the four sin problems that 
Nehemiah deals with here. 


2) ...a message there for all of us. The devil is living off of God's 
money. Most of us are in debt up to our eye balls because we 
spend money we don't have to by things we don't need to 
impress people we don't like. Is the world the flesh and the devil 
living off of God's money at your house. 

3) ...there are things we want to do, places we want to go, goals 
that we want to achieve that will not be accomplished be cause 
people will not take the bull by the horns when it comes to 
giving. 


1) ...principal says, as a man purpose in his hear so let him give. M\ 
contention is that this is a higher standard than Old Testament 
giving. Why would one give less under Grace than under. The 
amount given under Law would be no less than a tenth of your 
gross personal income. 

2) ...his laws completely and wholly. But now, the most basic of 
consecration sings, the sabbath is being set aside. 

3) ...says something about it you'll straighten up. God can to a 
whole lot more to you than your pastor can. But that's why God 
has given the gift of pastors to the church. To say what needs to 
be said. To have eyes that watch and listen to guard the flock of 
God! 

4) ...neglect a life of consecration and there will be chastening to 
follow. I see it time and time again. 

5) Wrote: They were people who could hear a bargain from a mile 
away, but who were tone deaf to God's commands concerning 
the Sabbath' 
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1) ...your life and our church! I've wanted to get some folks in a 
head lock and make them swear that they will not intermingle 
with this world. Nehemiah cursed them! Remember Ch 10:29 
they entered into a curse. We're going to obey God and God 
curse us if we don't. Here they are breaking that vow and 
Nehemiah is cursing them! Get serious about sin! Billy Sunday 
said: Listen, I'm against sin. I'll kick it as long as I've got a foot, 
I'll fight it as long as I've got a fist, I'll butt it as long as I've got a 
head, and I'll bite it as long as I've got a tooth. And when I'm old, 
fistless, footless and toothless, I'll gum it till I go home to glory 

and it goes home to perdition." 

2) ...unequally yoked relationships will more than likely pull you 
down instead of you pulling them up. 


